No other single entertainer has had the impact on Rock and Roll that Elvis Presley did. �His story has been told in countless books, TV shows and web sites. �Here are the significant dates and events in the life of The King Of Rock and Roll. 


��June, 1933 - Gladys Love Smith (04/25/12) and Vernon Elvis Presley (04/10/16) were married. 


January 8, 1935 - Elvis is born at 4:35 AM in a two room house in Tupelo, Mississippi. First born twin brother Jesse Garon Presley is stillborn. 


1946 - Elvis gets his first guitar, a $12.95 model from the Tupelo Hardware Store. 


1948 - The Presley family moves to Memphis. 


1953 - Elvis graduates from Humes High School. 


Summer of '53 - Elvis records "My Happiness" and "That’s When Your Heartaches Begin" at the Memphis Recording Service (Sun Studios) The session costs him $4. 


Summer of '54 - Sam Phillips, the owner of Sun Records, teams Elvis up with local musicians Scotty Moore (guitar) and Bill Black (bass). 


July 5, 1954 - Elvis records "That’s All Right", with "Blue Moon of Kentucky" on the flip side. 


July 30, 1954 - Elvis makes an appearance at the Overton Park Shell in Memphis and is spotted by Colonel Tom Parker, who was looking for a new client to manage after he was fired by singer Eddie Arnold. 


September 25, 1954 - To coincide with the release of his second sun single, "Good Rockin' Tonight", Elvis, along with Bill Black and Scotty Moore make their first appearance at The Grand Old Opry. Audience reaction is so poor, the Opry's manager, Jim Denny suggests that Elvis go back to driving a truck. 


October 16, 1954 - Elvis makes his first appearance on the Louisiana Hayride, a popular country radio show out of Shreveport LA. He goes over so well, the show offers him a one-year contract. 


February, 1955 - Even though he is not officially tied to Elvis, Colonel Tom Parker pays to have him flown to New York for an audition for Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts TV show. Godfrey turns Elvis down flat. 


In August of 1955 - After carefully stalking him for months, Colonel Tom Parker replaces Memphis DJ, Bob Neal as Elvis' manager. 


November of 1955 - Elvis signed his first contract with RCA for an unheard of $40,000. He would see just $5,000, while Tom Parker got the rest. 


January 8, 1956 - Elvis turns 21 and the Colonel has him sign a new contract which states that he will earn 25% of Presley's income. 


January, 1956 - Elvis is teamed up with the Jordanaires, who would remain his main back-up group until the late 60s. 


January 27, 1956 - The single, "Heartbreak Hotel" is released and becomes Elvis' first Gold Record. 


March 13, 1956 - His first album, titled simply "Elvis Presley", is released by RCA. It will become his first Gold Album. 


April 1956 - Elvis signs a movie contract with Hal Wallis and Paramount for three pictures that will pay him $100,000, $150,000, and $200,000 respectively. He also signs a similar two-picture deal with David Weisbart at 20th Century, ensuring that he will be seen in four Hollywood movies before the end of the year. 


July 1956 - Elvis does a parody of himself on Steve Allen's show by singing to a real Bassett hound. His success prompts the previously reluctant Ed Sullivan to sign a three appearance deal for $50,000. 


September 9, 1956 - Elvis makes his first appearance on the Sullivan show. Charles Laughton fills in for an ailing Sullivan. Presley sings "Don't Be Cruel", "Love Me Tender", "Ready Teddy", and "Hound Dog". 


October 28 1956 - The second Sullivan show features "Don't Be Cruel", "Love Me Tender", "Love Me" and "Hound Dog". 


November 15, 1956 - The movie, Love Me Tender opens. 


January 6, 1957 - The famous "from the waist up only" Sullivan show airs on CBS. Elvis does a medley, plus "Don't Be Cruel", "Too Much", "When My Blue Moon Turns to Gold" and then closes with "Peace in the Valley". 


January 1957 - Elvis begins filming his second movie, Loving You. Actress Jana Lund will give Elvis his first screen kiss . 


March 1957 - Graceland is purchased for slightly over $100,000. 


May 1957 - The movie, Jailhouse Rock begins filming. 


December 1957 - Elvis receives his draft notice. 


January 1958 - Elvis begins work on his fourth motion picture, King Creole. 


March 24, 1958 - Elvis Presley is inducted into the U.S. Army at the Memphis Draft Board and goes to Fort Hood, Texas for basic training. 


August 14, 1958 - Gladys Presley dies on of acute hepatitis. Elvis is able to get home to see her before she dies. 


September 1958 - Elvis boards the USS Randall and sails to Germany, arriving on October 1. He will be stationed in Friedberg for 18 months, maintaining an off-base residence in Bad Nauheim. 


November 1959 - Elvis meets Priscilla Beaulieu. 


January 1960 - Elvis is promoted to Sergeant. 


March 5, 1960 - Elvis is officially discharged from military service. 


March 21, 1960 - Presley receives his first degree black belt. 


April 1960 - He begins work on his first post-army movie, his fifth film, GI Blues 


May 8, 1960 - Elvis appears on Frank Sinatra’s variety show and was paid a staggering $125,000. 


July 3, 1960 - Vernon Presley marries divorcee and mother of three sons, Davada (Dee) Stanley, an American whom he met in Germany. They live at Graceland briefly, but they later move to a home nearby. 


March 25 1961 - appears at the Bloch Arena at Pearl Harbour to raise money for the USS Arizona Memorial to be completed the following year. 


April, 1961 - remains in Hawaii thru mid-April filming Blue Hawaii. 


January 1963 - starts making one of his most popular films, Viva Las Vegas. 


October 1963 - makes his fifteenth motion picture, Kissin’ Cousins 


January 1964 - purchases the Potomac, the former presidential yacht of Franklin Roosevelt. 


March 1964 - begins filming for his sixteenth motion picture, Roustabout, 


October 1964 - starts work on the movie Tickle Me, which contains no new songs. 


Spring 1965 - films Harum Scarum. 


August 1965 - films Paradise, Hawaiian Style. 


August 27, 1965 - The Beatles visit with Elvis for several hours at his home in California and have an informal jam session. 


February 1966 - begins work on movie #22 - Spinout. 


December 1966 - Elvis proposes to Priscilla! 


February 1967 - Elvis buys the Circle G, a 163-acre ranch in Mississippi, minutes across the Tennessee state line from Graceland. 


March 1967 - RCA releases Elvis’ second gospel album, "How Great Thou Art". It will win Elvis his first Grammy award. 


May 1, 1967 - Elvis married Priscilla in a small, private ceremony at the Aladdin Hotel in Las Vegas. A press conference and breakfast reception follow. Then the couple honeymooned for a few days in Palm Springs. 


May 29, 1967 - Elvis and Priscilla dress in their wedding clothes and have a second wedding reception in the trophy room at Graceland to include their family and friends who were not in Las Vegas for the wedding. 


July 1967 - Priscilla's pregnancy is announced. 


February 1, 1968 - nine months to the day of their wedding, Priscilla gives birth to Lisa Marie Presley. 


June 27 1968 - Taping begins for an NBC television special, which is commonly called the '68 Comeback Special. It airs on December 3, 1968. 


August 1968 - starts filming movie #29, Charro! 


January 1969 - records some of his best work ever. Returning to Memphis, he produces four hits which will be released in late '69 and early '70. They are "In the Ghetto", "Suspicious Minds", "Don’t Cry, Daddy" and "Kentucky Rain". 


Spring 1969 - films "Change of Habit", which will be his last acting role in a motion picture. 


July 31 - August 28, 1969 - performs the now famous four-week, fifty-seven show engagement at the International Hotel in Las Vegas. 


September 1969 - RCA releases Suspicious Minds, which becomes Elvis' first number one single since Good Luck Charm in 1962. 


January-February 1970 - back at the International Hotel where he breaks his own attendance records, during Las Vegas' slow season. 


February 27-March 1 1970 - gives six performances at the Houston Astrodome. Although plagued by acoustic problems, the shows are wildly popular, drawing 207,494 people. 


July-September 1970 - back to Las Vegas for a month long engagement at The International. 


September 9-14 1970 - goes on tour for the fist time since 1957. 


December 1970 - meets Richard Nixon at the White House. 


January 16, 1971 - accepts accept the honour of being named One of the Ten Outstanding Young Men of the Nation by the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce (The Jaycees). Elvis spends late January and early February in Las Vegas at another month-long engagement at the International Hotel. 


June 1971 - Elvis' two room birthplace in Tupelo is opened to the public. A stretch of Highway 51 South, which runs past Graceland, is renamed Elvis Presley Boulevard. More recording in Nashville, mostly for the gospel album "He Touched Me", which will win Elvis his second Grammy Award. 


July-August 1971 - performs a two-week engagement at the Sahara Hotel in Lake Tahoe, Nevada. 


August 9 - September 6, 1971 - he breaks his own attendance records at the International Hotel, which has been renamed the Las Vegas Hilton International Hotel. Elvis now has a 5 year contract with the Hilton to appear twice a year. 


November 5-16, 1971 - Elvis goes on a 12-city concert tour. 


Late 1971 - Priscilla moves out, taking Lisa Marie with her. 


January 26 - February 23, 1972. Back to the Hilton in Vegas. 


March and April 1972 - films on and off stage during his 15-city concert tour. The footage is part of the documentary, "Elvis on Tour", which recoups its production costs after only three days in theatres and grabs a Golden Globe Award for Best Documentary. 


June 9-11, 1972 - entertainment history is made as Elvis, in advance, sells out all four engagements at Madison Square Garden. Among the 80,000 attendees were John Lennon, George Harrison, David Bowie, Bob Dylan and Art Garfunkel. 


July 1972 - Priscilla files for divorce. Elvis has begun seeing Linda Thompson, a relationship that will last until late 1976. 


August 4 to September 4, 1972 - Back at the Hilton. 


November 1972 - Elvis ends a seven city tour in Honolulu, Hawaii. 


January 14, 1973 - Aloha from Hawaii is taped at Honolulu International Center Arena. It will be seen by nearly 1.5 billion people. 


January 26 to February 23, 1973 - Back in Las Vegas at the Hilton. 


March 1973 - saying that "the old songs don't sell anymore", Colonel Parker sells the royalty rights on the entire Elvis’ recording catalogue up to that point to RCA - 700 songs for somewhere between two and three million dollars. A good deal for the Colonel, but bad for Elvis and his heirs who could have enjoyed a lifetime income off of those songs. 


October 9, 1973 - Elvis and Priscilla appear in court and their divorce is granted. Although she has custody of Lisa Marie, Elvis will remain close to both mother and daughter. 


January and February 1974 - Elvis is back at the Hilton. 


March 1974 - Elvis tours for most of the month, including an attendance breaking repeat performance at the Houston Astrodome. He appears in Memphis for the first time since 1961. Another live album is produced, "Elvis Recorded Live On Stage in Memphis", from the two day, four show engagement. Included is a live performance of "How Great Thou Art" that will go on to win a Grammy award. Surprisingly, all of Elvis' Grammys are for gospel songs. 


From May 16-26 1974 - performing at The Sahara Hotel in Lake Tahoe 


August 19 1974 - back at the Hilton he receives an offer which could have been a pivotal moment. Barbra Streisand and her hairdresser/boyfriend/producer Jon Peters offer Elvis the lead role in her remake of A Star is Born. This would have given Elvis his long awaited chance at serious acting. He is bored on the road and needs a new challenge. Regrettably, this never comes to fruition. 


October 1974 - appears at the Sahara Tahoe. 


January 29 to February 14, 1975 - Elvis must be hospitalized again for drug related medical problems. His health has begun to decline. 


From March 18 to April 1, 1975 - he is again at the Hilton and then tours thru the end of July. 


August 18 - he begins an engagement at the Hilton which is cut short on the 20th as Elvis returns to a hospital in Memphis until September 5. 


December 2-15, 1975 - Elvis must return to the Hilton to make up for the cancelled performances. 


December 25, 1975 - Elvis performs a special New Year’s Eve concert in Pontiac, Michigan and sets a single performance attendance record of 62,500. 


February 1976 - RCA will haul tons of mobile recording equipment to Graceland. A week of recording in the den will produce an album "From Elvis Presley Boulevard, Memphis, Tennessee". The album will go to #1 on the U.S. country charts. 


March until October 1976 - Elvis tours the U.S.A. 


November 1976 - Elvis and Linda Thompson, his girlfriend since 1972, split up. By the end of the month Elvis has a new girlfriend, Ginger Alden, who will be with him until his death. 


December 2-12, 1976 - Elvis will make his last appearance at the Hilton. 


December 31 1976 - A special New Year's Eve performance in Pittsburgh PA. 


April 1 to 5 - he is again hospitalized and some shows have to be cancelled. 


June 19, 20, 21 1976 - Concerts are recorded by RCA and videotaped by CBS for the upcoming special, Elvis in Concert. The footage shows quite clearly Elvis' deteriorating condition. 


June 26 1976 - The concert at Indianapolis, Indiana’s Market Square Arena will be Elvis' last. 


July 1977 - Three former bodyguards publish "Elvis:What Happened?" which details Elvis' drug use for the first time in public. 


August 16, 1977 - in the middle of the afternoon, Elvis Presley dies of heart failure at his Graceland mansion. Some say the date is significant. 8/16/1977 adds up to "2001", the name of the theme song that Elvis opened most of his later shows with. 


August 16, 1977 - Upon hearing of Elvis' death, Colonel Tom Parker makes two phone calls. The first was to Vernon Presley, the second to an Elvis merchandiser, Factors Inc. 


August 17, 1977 - Colonel Tom Parker meets with executives from RCA Records, urging them to run their pressing plants 24 hours a day, to meet the upcoming demand for Elvis' music. Only after business is taken care of, does he head to Graceland. 


August 18, 1977 - Elvis' funeral is held in Memphis. The pallbearers are Lamar Fike, Charlie Hodge, Gene Smith, George Klein, Joe Esposito, Billy Smith, Jerry Schilling and the man that some say over-prescribed Elvis' medication, Dr. George Nichopoulos. Col Tom Parker turned down the honour. The King is buried at Forest Hill Cemetery. 


October 1977 - To control the crowds of mourners, the bodies of Elvis and his mother are moved to Graceland. 


June 26, 1979 - Vernon Presley passes away. New executors of Elvis's estate are named by the court. They are Priscilla, Elvis' accountant Joe Hanks and the Memphis National Bank of Commerce, acting for Lisa Marie. 


August 14, 1981 - Judge Joseph Evans orders that Elvis' estate does not have to make any more payments to Col. Tom Parker, ending his 36 year hold on much of the king's finances. 


July 1995 - Elvis' personal physician, Dr. George Nichopoulous, loses his medical license for being "too liberal" in prescribing addictive drugs. 


January 21, 1997 - Col. Tom Parker passes away at the age of 87. 


2002 - Graceland takes in $15 million in annual admissions alone, with sales of Elvis' records and souvenirs topping $37 million. 


July 2002 - Elvis was back at No. 1 on the UK singles chart for the first time since "Way Down" hit the top shortly after his death, with a remix of his 1968 track "A Little Less Conversation". It's Presley's 18th UK No. 1, moving him ahead of the Beatles, who have 17.





